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Dolphin Class Newsletter

Focus on Kindersteam: Classroom News

Sight Words                
(for this week) 

Please review these 15 
sight words with your child.  

The  I  to  a  is  my  go  
me  like  on    in   so   

we   it   and 

Important Reminders 
• We need Parent Volunteers to copy and put together leveled 

reading texts for home and school libraries 

• We need healthy snack donations. We are very low! Ideas: 
Graham Crackers, Pretzels, Bags of fruit snacks, goldfish 

• If you are able to help out during lunch and recess, we would 
love for you to come! 

Last week was National Engineers Week. We looked at the question of how we can use technology to inspire 
girls around STEM. Women are grossly under-represented in STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
math) careers, so we want to help our girls develop an interest in these fields. We hope to ignite a passion in 
them so they want to enter STEM fields and become the doctors, architects, scientists and astronomers of the 
future). Now is when we need to start laying the foundation so they grow up being aware of these fields. We 
want them to see STEM professionals who look like them and live, work and participate in their community.  	


Harvard sponsored an discussion with women who are at the top in STEM fields about the importance of 
giving girls experience with STEM from a young age. You can hear the presentation and discussions at http://
www.gse.harvard.edu/news/15/02/space-their-own-girls-women-and-stem	


We aren’t trying to leave the boys out, but these are male-dominated fields. We want to continue to encourage 
our boys of color to pursue these fields as well. STEM will open doors of opportunity for all our students. It 
will help them get into college, earn academic scholarships to pay for college, pursue a career and have a 
positive impact on the world.
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Please see the next page 
with our wish list! These 
are some of the materials 
we will be using to building 
our tree houses and our 
special surprise project. 

Wishlist Family School Work 

Please log in to your Razz-Kids 
account and read 20 minutes 
with your child each night. 

Complete your family school 
work packet and remember to 

practice sight words  

Practice the guided reading 
books that come home each 

week. Look for your new 
guided reading book this week 
and students read Book 1 of 

the new series to you. 

Individually, we are one drop. Together we are an ocean. -Ryunosuke Satoro 
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Classroom Update 

Classroom update: 

Dan Cheek from the North Bennett school came to talk to us. He talked to the kids about his 
school and explained that he builds cabinets and other things. He talked about the tools 
carpenters use. The kids told him how we have been looking at pictures of tree houses around 
the world. He said that he is going to bring in wood from different African countries so they 
students can see what it looks like. 

We have been reading books about and building models of tree houses. We talked about all the 
different jobs that have to happen for a house to be built. We read a book by Gail Gibbons 
called How to Build a House and looked at the engineering process of building a house. We 
watched a video called How a House is Made that gives a step by step process of how a house 
is built and the different professionals who are needed (electricians, plumbers, contractors, 
surveyors, brick masons, architects, engineers, etc). Initally, our students had to come up with 
and write about a house or a treehouse they wanted to build. Secondly they had to draw a 
blueprint or a plan for what they wanted to build. We have talked about blueprints before 
because builders have to read blueprints to know how big to make things, but this was their 
first make making their own blueprints. Thirdly students had to build their houses or tree 
houses based on what they drew in their blueprint. We wanted them to understand that 
builders have to follow blueprints so they build what the architect designed. We went around 
and asked kids to show us where their designs were in their blueprint. (Show me in your 
blueprint where you put this door?) They had a lot of “Ah-Ha!” moments about the importance 
of builders having to “read” a blueprint to check their work. The kids have been looking at non-
standard measurement as a part of the TERC Investigations math curriculum (students have 
been using popsicle sticks, cubes and pennies to measure objects around the classroom). This 
enables them to make connections between math and real life experiences. 

Learning in our Own Words 
Here’s what the students have to say about what they learned 

this week. 

When LaQuan’s mom picked him up at the end of the day, he ran 
to her excitedly and said “Mom! We are doing a lot of cool stuff in 

school! We are learning a lot of new things!”


